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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 00309 27054IZ 
ACTION EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 EUR-I2 INT-05 SS-I5 PM-04 NSC-05 L-03 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-00 INRE-00 SSO-00 ST-OI 
EB-08 /070W 

270549Z 06I2I7/I4 

OR270418ZJAN77 

PM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2633 

GOVERNOR BARNETT/PAGO PAGO/AMERICAN SAMOA IMMEDIATE 

CINCPAC IMMEDIATE 

INEO ICS WASHDC 

SECDEF WASHDC 

MAC SCOTT AFB ILLINOIS 

CONPIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 0309 

ZPP-1 PAGO PAGO/AMERICAN SAMOA ONLY 

CINCPAC POR POLAD, JCS POR J-4, MAC FOR DOOM/TRR 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MILL WS 

SUBJECT: WESTERN SAMOAN REQUEST POR LOGISTICAL ASSISTANCE: 

VISIT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 

REF: (A) STATE 16335 (DTG 25I80IZ JAN 77) NOTAL 

(B) STAE I59I5 (DTG 250022Z JAN 77) NOTAL 

(C) WELLINGTON 0265 (DTG 232250Z JAN 77) NOTAL 

1. POLLOWING PRIORITY TELEGRAM RECEIVED JANUARY 27 PROM TOMA, 
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT OP WESTERN SAMOA. 

QUOTE POR AMBASSADOR SELDEN PROM TOMA. WE HAVE NOTHING AT ALL 
IN APIA THAT WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR QUEEN'S VISIT. ACCORDINGLY, 
MINISTER ASI EIKENI WAS ASSIGNED TO ACQUIRE TWO SUITABLE SECOND- 
HAND VEHICLES IN HONOLULU. WE HAD HOPED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE 
INCONVENIENT TO TRANSPORT VEHICLES BY US MILITARY AIRCRAPT ON 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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ROUTINE FLIGHTS TO PAGO PAGO THUS KEEPING DOWN THE TOTAL 
ACQUISITION COST OF THESE VEHICLES. MINISTER ASI HAS NOW 
JUST RETURNED AND HAS REPORTED THAT HE HAS POUND TWO SUITABLE 
VEHICLES READY TO BE TRANSPORTED TO SAMOA. YOU WILL APPRECIATE 
THAT SPECIAL ACQUISITIONS OP THIS TYPE PREQUENTLY INVITE 
COMMENT. THE PURCHASE PRICE IS OKAY AND WHILE TRANSPORTATION 
COSTS ARE ALSO QUITE REASONABLE THEY DO MAKE THE WHOLE 
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THING MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO CRITICISM. RECENT 
INCIDENTS GENERATED SOME PUBLIC COMMENT LOCALLY 
THAT HAVE A BEARING ON OUR RELATIONS WITH THE UK AND WE ARE 
ANXIOUS NOT TO ATTRACT ERESH REACTION. GOVERNMENT WANTED TO 
AVOID THESE DISTRACTIONS RATHER THAN THE COST ITSELE HENCE OUR 
REQUEST EOR ASSISTANCE WITH TRANSPORTATION FROM THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT. SHOULD SUCH ASSISTANCE NOT BE POSSIBLE WE HAVE NO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO PROCEED AND TO REIMBURSE THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
EOR EXPENSE OE HONOLULU-PAGO PAGO AIRLIFT. PLEASE REGARD THIS 
CABLE AS OFEICIAL NOTIEICATION OE WESTERN SAMOA GOVERNMENTS 
AGREEMENT TO MEET THESE COSTS. GRATEEUL ALSO IE YOU WOULD ASSIST 
IN ARRANGING AIRLIFT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. UNQUOTE. 

2. REETEL A DID NOT REACH MINISTER ASI PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE 
EROM HONOLULU. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE TODAY REPEATED THAT TEXT VIA 
IMMEDIATE COMMERCIAL CABLE TO TOMA AND ASI, IT IS EVIDENT REQUEST 
CONTAINED PARA 1 MADE WITHOUT BENEEIT OF INFORMATION CONTAINED 
REFTEL. 

3. WHILE GOWS DELAY UNTIL LAST MOMENT ELICITS LITTLE SYMPATHY 
IN THIS QUARTER, IT IS APPARENT THEY ARE IN DILEMMA AND 
WITHOUT REPRESENTATIVE IN HONOLULU TO EACILITATE WHATEVER 
MOVEMENT OE VEHICLES MAY STILL BE ARRANGED. I HOPE CINCPAC REMAINS 
WILLING, THEREFORE, TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE WHATEVER EACILITATIVE 
ASSISTANCE IS POSSIBLE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED. FOR DEPARTMENT AND CINCPAC: (A) WHAT 
ALTERNATIVES, IF ANY, EXIST EOR SUREACE SHIPMENT (COMMERCIAL 
OR USG) BEEORE QUEEN'S VISIT TO WESTERN SAMOA FEBRUARY 10? 
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(B) DOES SIZE OF VEHICLES COMPLETELY FORECLOSE SCHEDULED OR 
CHARTER COMMERCIAL AIRLIFT? (C) IF NOT, AT WHAT COST TO GOWS FOR 
ONE? FOR TWO VEHICLES? (D) DOES GOWS OFFER TO PAY FULL 
COSTS OF SHIPMENT IN ANY WAY ALTER DEPARTMENT'S ADVISE IT WOULD 
NOT REQUEST MAC AIRLIFT (REFTEL B)? 

FOR GOVERNOR BARNETT: IS IT POSSIBLE THERE MAY BE ON AMERICAN 
SAMOA TWO VEHICLES WHICH COULD BE MADE SUITABLE FOR GOWS USE 
DURING QUEEN'S VISIT, EITHER FOR PURCHASE OR SHORT-TERM LEASE? 

REFTELS BEING REPEATED SEPARATELY. 

SELDEN 
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